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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. HI Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
Please See Continuation Sheet 



1 . | | As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 

searchable claims. 

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fees. 

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-10 (SEQ ID NO: 97) 

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the 
payment of a protest fee. 

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest fee 
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation. 
No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Remark on Protest [ [ 

□ 
□ 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(2)) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US05/06133 



BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-10, drawn to nucleic acids. 

Group II, claim(s) 1 1-16, drawn to methods of bacterial detection. 

This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of 
invention because they are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In order for more than one species to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. The species are as follows: 

There are 17 species, represented by the 17 sequences in claim 1. 

Species I - SEQ ID NO: 97. 
Species II - SEQ ID NO: 451. 
Species III - SEQ ID NO: 127. 
Species IV -SEQ ID NO: 482. 
Species V - SEQ ID NO: 174. 
Species VI - SEQ ID NO: 530. 
SpeciesVII-SEQIDNO:310 
Species VIII - SEQ ID NO: 668. 
Species IX - SEQ ID NO: 313. 
Species X - SEQ ID NO: 670. 
Species XI -SEQ ID NO: 277. 
Species XII - SEQ ID NO: 632. 
Species XIII - SEQ ID NO: 285. 
Species XIV- SEQ ID NO: 640. 
Species XV- SEQ ID NO: 301. 
Species XVI - SEQ ID NO: 656. 
Species XVII -SEQ ID NO: 308. 
Species XVIII - SEQ ID NO: 663. 

The inventions listed as Groups I-II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, 
they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: A special technical feature must distinguish over 
the prior art. The NEB catalog (2002) page 141 , sells a random primer mixture with every 24 mer primer included in the mixture. This 
mixture anticipates claim 2, since it is a composition with all of the primers of claim 1 as well as additional primers permitted by the 
"comprising" language. Therefore, there is no special technical feature since the claims do not distinguish over the prior art . 

The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the 

species lack the sam e or corresponding special technical fe atures for the following reasons: Ea c h species is structurally an d functionally 
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distinct. There is no relationship between the sequences and each sequence can be used alone, as shown in claims 1 and 2, or in 
combinations. Further, as discussed above, the primers are anticipated by the NEB catalog (1998/1999) page 141, so there is no special 
technical feature linking the species. 
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